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Kenneth W. Abbott, of Arizona State University, is one of the leading world scholars working at the
intersection of international law and international relations. His research focuses on a wide range
of public and private international institutions in fields including environmental issues, development
policy, global health, anti-corruption, emerging technologies and international trade. He holds the Jack
E. Brown Chair in Law at the College of Law, and also has a faculty appointment in the ASU School of
Politics and Global Studies. Professor Abbott is an author or co-author of several highly influential pub-
lications, defining some of the key discussions in contemporary IR, including the legalization of interna-
tional politics and, more recently, the concept of orchestration in global governance.

Course annotation

This short course, offered by the Department of International Relations (IPS FSV UK), introduces the
approach to governance known as “orchestration,” and considers important applications of orchestra-
tion in global governance. In orchestration, “governors” — whether government agencies, international
organizations, private initiatives or other actors — work through public or private intermediaries in vol-
untary relationships. This course, taught by one of the originators of the concept, will examine orches-
tration by international organizations, orchestration of polycentric governance systems, and orchestra-
tion of policy experimentation. It will conclude by considering when governors might choose orchestra-
tion over other forms of indirect governance, including delegation to agents and trusteeship.
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